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SUBJECT: ?E2 {;i§ Hiﬁtory_fr&m August 1, 1942
TO : Commanding Officer, 16th Infantry

On 1 August 1942 the "Hq'"nCompany left Iﬁdiantown Bap, Peﬂnajlvania by
train for New York, where later in the day ship was boarded. The Company left Ne w
York harbor aboard the Queen Mary on 1 Auéust with the entire Division aboard
and the destination unknown., On 8 August tha.unit disembea ed in Scotland
after an uneventful trip. On 9 August it arrived at Tidworth Barracks, Eng-
land afterla rail trip of some %00 miles., There the Company underwent stren-
uous conditioning exercuses and night problems for a periqd of 44 dags.

On 87 September the Company left Tidworth Batracks and boarded trains
for Craigiggton, Scotland and amphibious &anding exarcisgg. There three full
scale amphibious problems and numerous landing exercuses ﬁare staged for a
period of %3 dayss

On 26 October 1942 the "Hq" Company left Scotland aboard HMS 1-3 for an
unknown destination.

On 8 November 1942 after 16 days at sea the Company laaded into assault
boats at 0340 and left for White beach near Arzew, Algeria shortly after. "Hg"
Company landed unopposed on the beach about 0420. After the Compagy formed it
marched about 1/2 mile to the RR station at Demesne where an initiel Bn. CP
had been established ;fter the landing of the early assault forces. During
the confusion of these earlier assault landings the wire and radio groups had
been lost with the result that no communication other than runner existed dur-
ing the first phases of the battle., On the march "Hq" Co. observed MG fire near
its fight flank in the 18th Infantry area, butﬁthis fire had no effect on our
Company. ' |

The first disp acement of the Bn. CP was to a faim, Fme Breton Mere, and
"Hq" Co. marched the 2 1/2 miles arriving at about 0515, This -CP at Fme Breton
liere was closed about 0700 and HQ Co advanced about 15 miles a2long the axis of sig-
nal communication and established a new Bn. CP about 13%00. This CFP was cloged
by 2000 while the Company marched about 140 miles to a RJ about 3 miiés_nﬂrth of
AssieBen-~Obka. A new Bn., CP had been opened here about 1700, During this ad-

vance to the vicinity of Assi-BensObka, Algeria the Company marched a total of

28 miles in 26 hours.
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On 9 November éyﬁ'Fred Joknson was the Tirst éigﬁalty of HQ Co. with gun-

i
e

shot wgundﬁ;;aiihe left leg and thigh. Ashort time later Pvt. ¢. Hall got an

injured ba&?hﬂga to enemy action. Both casualties occurred near Fleurus. An
enemy motorcycle patrol, consisting of two French seldiers, were the first ene
_emy killed by HQ Com These men killed by rifle fire, were beliefed to be the
cause of T/S Johnsén's wounds.,

The Bn, CP was closed about 4800 of § November and the Company marched
about 7 miles toward Oran. While on the march orders were received about 2030
from Division to turn back and move on Oran by way of Aasi-uM¥ﬂm?and Assi-Boun-
Nif. HQ Co. marched all night,

The Company was held up sbout 1/2 mile west of Arcole from about 0100, 10
November to 0300 by MG and mortar fire. At 0300 HQ Co. formed ancd marched about
Z miles to a CR where the Company was held up by rifle fire coming from a hill 400
yards to the right end also from a house only 100 yards away. As the 2nd Battalion
took over the attack at daybreak, HO Co., formed at 0600 to march to the 3rd Bn.
Aid station for rations and water. |

The town of Oran surrendered while the 3rd Battalion was still in Regimen-
tal reserve on 11 MNovember,1942. That day HG Co. left the Bn. Aid Station at
1200 and marched about 1 mile to & bivouac area. On the 12 November HGQ Co.
1 ft the bivouac area at 0840 and marched to a new bivouac area near Fleuruss

The next month HQ Co. spent in the same bivouac area near Fleurus, Algeria

performing conditionong exercisee and guard duty in Oran. On 24 November T/5
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Johnson and Pvé,C. Hall became the first men of the Company to b e awarded the
Purple Heart, On 16 December HG Co. moved by motor to a mew station at Caserne -
Neuve, Oran, Algeria, Adistance of 21 Miles. The Company remained heére doing
training and guard duty until 11 January 1945 when it moved by motor to Mon-
taque de Lions, Algeria, a distance of 25 miles.

On 20 January the HQ Co. traveled 30 miles by truck to the RR station at
St.Barge-de-Tlate, Algeria. It entrained and left station about 0415 21 Januamy,
en route to Guelma., 23 January 1945 the Company qrrived-at'Guelma at 2200,

a rail trip of 200 miles. The company left by truck for a bivouac area 6 miles
distant and arrived there at 2320,

At 1210, 24 January 194% the HG Co. left this area by truck for Maktar. By
0400 January 25 the Company reached a bivouac area 11 kilomaters-suuth of Mak-

tar, after a ride of 240 miles. HQ Co. left this bivouac aréa at 2320 26 January
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and traveled 26 mil‘%mby truckmto a new bi;bﬁac area, which was reached about

__?@i. At dusk orders were received to move on foot to new positions
in the fro;gfginas. Thie move on foot was made without benefit of daylight re-
connaissance and with only one poor map of the area.for thé entire Battation.
The positions taken were subsequently fowmnd to be too far th the fight. HQ Cow
made several moves, one under artillery fire, before taking up a defensive pos-
ition near El Jaroull, Kairovan Pass, Djebl Sert sector at 0400, 29 January.
During this time there was waraing of a possible attack by a battalion of Igal-
ians and a report of enemy along the base of a hill south of battaldéon lines.
By 3*0 January S/Sgt. Burnell and Pvt. Mordiano of HG Co. who had not returned
from a reconnaissance migssion became listed as MIA!

Extensive enemy aitr patrolling over our positions commenced 30 January
and continued thru February while we remained in this area. €n 5 February at
1920 an enemy plane flew over dropping leafletg urging Frenchmen to leave the
Americans and join the Germans. The same day the bodies of Sgt. Burmell and
Pvt. Mordiano, who had pfeviougly been reported MIA, were found shot thru the
head. On 4 February Pvt Paulette was slightly wounded while in de fensive ac-
tion. Although enemy mortar fire was received daily and artillery fire ocea-
sionally the month of February brought no new events until February 17 when the
division got orders t® withdraw to new positions on the west side of the Qus-
seltia Yalley, The 3rd Battalion became division reserve andHy Co. moved into
a new bivouac area at 0635 on 18 February 1945. The 3rd Battalion and HQ Co.
moved again during the nights of 19 and 20 TFebruary until 0247 of 22 February
found the 3*rd Battalion in CT reserve not far from O-ellCardjoun.

After a successful attack by Companies "I" and "K" at 15320 of February 22
which drove 200 Germans off high ground morth of O-el-Garduoun and recaptured
105mm howitzers and AA gune lost earlier in the day, the Bn., CP and HQ Co. dis.
placed forward. On the afternoon of 23 February the battalion moved to the reat
into bivouac. At 1115 on 24 February the battalion and conpany commanders left
for reconnaissance and returned at 1545. Dufing the night of 24 February
HQ Co. moved with the entire battalaon to mew positions preparatery to attapk.~
In the morn the objective was attained without resistance after a 15 mile march.
in which a 3000 foot c¢limb up a mountein was made. The ifime until 4 March was
spent in the usual camp ﬁuties. At 1040 that day HQ Co. arrived by truck at

an assembly area neat El Nerit whence the Company traveled 180 miles to a biv-

ouac near El Merie, arriving at 1700, HJ Co. left this area by truck 13 March
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at 1800 n route to g%ﬁ Chebka, It arrived 14 March at 0128 in Bou Chebka, &
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distance of SG.miles. On March 16 at 1830 HQ Co. left an assembl area by truck
for ' front 115; positians._It arrived in the vicinity of Gafsa after a trip of
60 mi- e at 66010 on 17 Marech 1943. The company remained in thEs position

‘until 21 March. At 0745 HQ Co. left by truck and travelédd 9 mides to pos-

“tion 1 mile east of the Gatsa-Adilla road., At 0930 the en ay left by rruck
in route to El Guettar. It arrived at a position southeast of El Guettar at
2355 of 21 March after a ride of 10 miles. The Bn. CF which was set up here

did not move during the heavy fighting centering about the repulse of 4 attacks
of the 10th German Panzer Division by CT 46 on 23 March. But on 28 March H@ Co,
moved 4 miles to establish a new Bn, CP 2 1/2 miles southwest of El Guettar. On
March 31 5 men of HG Co. were wounded in action and 1 man was killed during the
agssault near El Guettar, Tunisia., Also a man reported MIA eartler was foﬁnd KI1A,

On 1 April 1943 S/Sgt. Bremman was wounded by a PomB dropped by an enemy
plane in the kitchen area., The Bn. CP and HG CO., displaced forward several times
between 1 and 2 April as the 3rd Battalion passed from attack to reserve. Ememy
artillery continued to hit in the vicinity and some enemy was bypassed in one of
the night moves. On 2 May the UP had to be moved to high@mtground in the NW.
During 3-6 April HQ Co. continued to receéive artillery firé from the enemy at
intervals, On % April HQ Co. redeived notice from hospital that S/Sgt. Brennan
‘had died of wounds. On the same day the Bn, CP moved forward, and on 9 April
it moved again to El Guettar area as the battle enéed; HY Co. remained in bive
ouac until 14 April when 1if entrucked_at D900 for DJ Bou Kadra, It arrived at
Dj Bou Kadra at 1570 after a trip of 128 miles. The three days, 14-17 April,
that were spent at this rest area were occupied in Test, recreation anc rehab-
ilitation. The'men were given every possiﬁle opportunity to bathe and get their
clothiﬁg and ecuipment in proper shape. Thru the efforts uf the Special Service
group motion nictures were shown each evening, re;ﬁing material was proﬁidah and
all had the opportunity to write hoﬁe to their families and friends. During this
rest pefiod the battalion redeived 85 replacements.

On the morning of 18 April the battalion was ready to move by truck and left
at 1100 for La Calle. HQ Co, arrived at its new bivouac area, 7 miles south of
La Calle, at 0030 the morning of 19 April, having traveled & distance of 150
miles. The battalion and company commanders left to go on reednnaisssnce te a

gector northeast of Beja at 0600 the same morning. The battalion was supposed to
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reileve elements of a British unit that was in the line.

The next morning orders were received relative to the motor movement to
the' new assembly area, and at 1400 HG Co. left La Callp. If arrived at the newy
assembly area at 0030 on 21 April,,a distance traveled of 125 miles. On
the morning of 22 April the 7th FA Bﬁi proviéed a reconnaissance plané and the
Battalion CO and Exec, Officer had the appqrtunity of reconnoitering from the
air the gromnd over which we were going th opperate. Thesa-officefs wemt to Regte
HQ that afternoon at 1530 to receive the plan of attéﬂk for the following
dawn. During the night of 22 Ap;il rd Bn HQ Cp. fulldﬁe& the battalion from
the assembly area to a pﬂsitidn.far att ck near DJj el ﬁj&au, arriving at 0200,
and egtablished a CP!

As the battalion fought forﬁard the Bn. CPF was moved forward at 0125 24 April
to a point in the reat of Djebel-ed- Diess,,a move of 3 miles., The Bn. CP re-
meined stationary while the battalion staged succesive enveloping attacks for
hill 394. HQ Co., maintained an OP on hill 374 from which the ground to the fromt
of hill 3%94°could by observed. This Bn. OP was lafar moved forward to hill 3%94.
On 25 April the Bn. CP ahd HQ Co. area were shelled continuously from 0300 to
0400, Pvf,Martin of HQ Co., was KIA and 14 others were wounded, inclﬁ&ing the
En, CO

On 26 April in thg morning the Bn, CP and HE Co. moved forward 2 1/2 milew to
a position at hill 508, During the afternoon of 27 April HQ Co. and the Bn. CP
moved forward 500 yards o a new defensive position on Djebel-Douar. The BN!

S~-2 section established an OF on Dﬁabél—as-Mdalla. 28 April at 0428 HG Co.

set up a Bne CP at Kef-el-Guehili (hill 418). after an enemy counter attack.on
30 april, estimated at 2 battalions , was broken up by artillery causing the en-
emy to retreat notrtheast, HG Co. set up a Bn. Cp on 1 May in the rear of hill
428, At 0478 on ? May the battalion was relieved from its front line positioné
bg the 168th Infamtry.

At 1630 HQ Co, moved Wy motor to a bi{rouac area in the vicinity of
Dj~ae-Mdalla, at a distance of 3 miles. CT 16 was now in division reserve, ahd
betwean-5-7 Nay the entrre HQ Co, moved by truck into a reserve position. When
the African Campaign officially en&ad ags of 1115 9 M&y, the %rd Battalion was

in an assembly area about 15 miles southwest of Mateur, Tunisia,
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The battalion stayed in the same bivouac area, performing the usual camp
duties, until May 13 when it moved by motor to a bivouac area 1 mile wast of
Guéiﬁa, a didtance of 171 miles. On 15 May a portion ©f the battalion left
with the organic trﬁnsportation in a ﬁqtir convoy th the vicinity of Oran while
I the rest entrained at El Guerrah to frﬂceed th the same destination. Early in
the morning of 18 May the train convoy reachad St. Barbe du Tlelaf and the bat-
talion traveled by truck to a rest area at St. Louis, Algeria, The rest af the
day was spent in setting up the camp. From 19 t024'ﬁay HQ Co. performed the
ugual camp duties and the men were given passes to visit the city of Oran.

On 25 May HG Co. with the rest of thé CT moved by notor convoy to a new
camp area neat St. lLeo, Algeria, where a course of instruction at the 5th Army
Invasion Training Center was undergone. Althoughthe bagic idea of the train-
ing program was good, the instructors assigned to the school had had no combat
experiencé and therefore many of the ideas that théy tried to instill were dis-
believed by the veteram soldiers of the battalion because the latter kmew that
such ideas were impractical and oftentimes foolish in actual combat. During the
instruction at the Invasion Training Center, the battalion spent one day aboard
the USS Sapuel Chase practicing loading and landings in LCV's. One night
landing was made from this ship by the battalion. Then training was conducted
on LE€l's for a period of ome day. So much difficulty was experiedced in making
landings duting the day, due to the rather heavy sure, swift undertow, and grad-
ual gradient of the beach, that the contémplated night landing operation weas
called off,

On 11 June 1943 the battalion boarded the USS Thurstﬂﬁ at llere-el-

Kobir gnd the following morning sailed for Algiers. At 1145 on 1% June the

ship docked at Algiers where the battalion disemﬁarked and proceeded by motor

to a bivouac area in the vicinity of Staeouli, Algeria., HG Co. remained in

this area for approximately 2 weeks performing the usual camp dities, conduct-
ing herdening exercises and training for future operations, and obtaining sup-
plies and new equipment., During this period all vehicles were tactically load-
ed and waterprofed. The entire division participated in one landing 0paration”
which simulated so nearly as possible the actuasl landing to be conducted at s ne
future date. For this operation,'the battalion was loaded on 5 LCI's the same

cy;ft whicg were to be used in the actual operation,
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Lif e on the 1LCI's was found to be quite comfortable. Although accom-
odations were slightly cramped, the officers and men prefered this type of
criff to the large transpop ts. Whenever the LCl's were at anchor, swimming
parties were arranged by the creft commander and even temporary diving boards
were constructed. Generally, speaking, the morale of the men on board was high.

On 26 June the battalion boarded the LCI's and the next day sailed for Tu-
nis. The battalion reached port at Lag Goulette, Tunisgia, after an uneventful
sea voyage. Here the troops disembarked and moved to a concentration area run
by the 168th Infantry of the %*4th Diyision in the immediate vicinity of the port.
Sanitary conditions inthis area were far'kelow the standards of this battalion.
The rations issued to the companies were quite insufficient to feql the men
properly. At this time the morale of the battalion was probably at its lowest
since our arrival in North Afmica. No attempt was made by the Camp Commander
or the Commander of the First Division trﬁops in that esrea to alleviate these
conditions.

On 6 July, the companies re-embarked on their landing crafts and the ships
sailed the following morning for Sousse and reached it 7 July. The battalion
remained in this port 2 days but the troops were allowed ashore only once during //
that period under company control to stretch their legs.

On 9 July 1943 the ship s left the port of Sousse for the Sicilian Invasion
Upon leaving the shelter of the port extremely rough weather was encountered. The
frail landing crafts pitched and rolled so viglently that nearly everyone aboard
was sea sick., The weather grew worse off Malta and much doub® was expressed by
everyone as to whether a landing was possible in such weather. However,.,about
2%200 the sea became compatatively salm although a heavy surf éontinued to pound
on the beach where the battalion was to land.

At 0630 of 10 July 1943 HQ Co. hit the beach 27, Green 2 for the invasion of
Sicily., Despite 100 f;et of rough surf the unleading of the LCI's was completed
by O715. Rubber boats were used to bring personnel and equipmént ashore,

At this thme on ememy resistance was encountered otler than light harassigg fire
to the right front. At 0750 HQ Company assembled at an oiganizaticn point 500
vards inland, at 0815 arrived at the battalion assembly area. At 1145 HG.Com-
pany marched 3 miles inland and established a BP. Pvt. Trotter was hit in the

right shoulder by shrapnel from naval AA fire and evacuated to a hospital shap.

At 2139 HQ Co,.marched 1 mile north and formed a new Bn. CP.



July 11/43: At 1300 H® Co. was joined by its anti tank platoon, which was imm~
ediately placed in position,
July'12/43: At 0345 the advance Bn. CP moved 1 1/2 miles NW and opened at 0605«
At 2100 the reay CP joined the advance CP. HL Co. learned that Lt. Katz, its
AT officer attached to Co. "I", was NIA after an enemy night assamalt.
July 13/43: At 6840 H§ Co. moved to 2 Bn. assembly area 5 miles NE' Arrived at
.1115. At 1230 HQ Co. marched to a new CP east of Nigemi, Arrived at 1545 and set
up a defensive position,
July 16/43= HQ- Co, léft Niscemi at 0130 by motor for a Bn assembly area 18 miles
distant. At 0730 HR Co. moved to a new Bn. CP 6 miles norkh of Mazzarino.
July 20/&3: Bn., Cp and H( Co. moved north to Enna by motor, arriving at 0500
after a trip of 12 milese
July 21/45: H§ Co. remained in a bivouac area 1 mile nofrth of Enna, Sicily. The
rolls caught up and thé men changed to fatigues.
July 22/45: HQ Co, moved on foot 9.mil§s té a new Bn., CP at Villa Pyilolo, ar-
riving at 0100 on 23 July . Men got to rest a little, wash and shave.
July 24/43: HQ Co. left Villa Prilolo, Sicily enfouta t0 a new bivouac areza 1
mile east of Gangi, Sicily. ﬁrrived at 0400 on 25 July after a motor trip of 27
miles. Although the *rd Bn. was still in reserve, its OP's were buesy all day

!

directing artillery fire.

———

July 25/43= After a hot meal HD Co, left the bivouac area east of Gangi aéﬂﬁgaéﬂq
for a new bivouac area 3,000 yards east.

July 27/43: HQ Co., remained in the same position. Blankets had came up and all
kinds of éenss were used for shade from the intense sun.

July 28/43%: At 1300 HQ Co assembled and moved forward by motor 15 miles to town
of Niclsia, Sicily and set up a Bn. CP,

From July 29 to 1 August HQ Co. remanied in the same position at Nicosisa,
Sicily while the battle for Troina took place. The fighting was over such rough
terrain that mules were used to supply front line troops.

August 2/45: At 1270 HQ Co. moved to a Bn, assembly area, then marched 9 miles
to establish a new command post % miles west of f'roina, Siecily at 193%0.

August 3/4§: At 0100 Command Group moved to offensive position on hill 916. ogte
Kump received shrapnel wounds in both legs £rom enemy fire at 1600,

August 4/45:'Rear CP moved 1000 yards west to an advance CP on hill 910. Pvs.

Nelson was HIA on hill 1043 by enemy mortar fire at 1100 while repairing a wire

line to Co "L". Capt. Altomerianos and Pvt. Piccinis were KIA by enemy mine at
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2100 while moving {ornmeard in an "M" Co. jeep on hill~—=045. Cpl. Hornacek received
burns on left hand and Pfc. Frese on both hands in attempting to rescue Capt.
Altomerianos and Pvt, Piccinis from the burning vehicle. HQ Co., remained in the
same position un,4 and. 5 August.

August 6/43%: At 0936 HQ Co. marched 5: miles farward into Troina, Sicily and
established a new CP and defensive position by 1245.

August 7/45: At 0900 HG Co. was relieved of its defensive position and moved

to a Bnl bivouac area 2 miles west of Tronia as the 47th Infantry, 9zh Division
passed through. HQ Co. remained in the same bivouac area a week resting, recupera-
ting, and replacing equipment while the Division was Corps Reserve.

August 14/45: HQ Co. ‘left thié area by truck at 1120 for a new biffouac area 32
miles away % miles west of Randazzo., Here if enjoyed such luxuries as 3 hot menls
a day for nearly a weeky I =

August 20/43: At 6712 HQ Co. left by truck enrouge to a new bivouac area 150
miles didtant near Licata, Sicilj- The next days were spent in the prépatvation

of the camp and recreation. On April 27 HG Co. attended a Division formation

to here A speech by Lt. Gemeral P&tfon at 1030. The Co. 8tood retreat.

On § September HY Co, stoocd & Bn. Retreat Rarade at which time Decara;
tioﬁs and Awards were prescnted by the CG 1st U.S, Inf. Division, Maj. General
Clarence R, Huebner, ﬂgring the next week H{ Co. rested, emcept that everyone
zeroed his weapon.

On September 8 HQ Co, moved by motor 18 miles to Agrigento Airport, where
a Bn. CP and OP were ewtablished., HQ Co. set up at protectdon and communications
around the aifpowt.

On 11 September, HG Yo. left Agrigento airport by :otor and traveled to
the old bivouac area near Licata, Sicily, a trip of 18 miles..The usual capp
duties followed. On 13 September the company had PRI and 14 September the whole
company fired on the fange. On 16 September HG Co. stood a Command fill field
inspedtion for the Commanging General, 1I Corps.

On 27 September HQ Co..left the bifouac area for a recreation trip to Pal-
ermo, Sicidy. The company =2rrived there at 1500 after a ride of 130Omiles.

28 September was spenf in recreation at Palermo. On 28 September at 0900
HQ Co, started on the $rip back to the bivnuac-area near Licata.

On 7 October HG Co, made a 20 mile hike. On 8 October the company staged
a night prableﬁ 1000 yards acufhwest of camp which ended at 2200, On Oc-

tober 17 the dompany stood a showdown inspection in the afternoon. Nuch time was



spent getting all equ=pment in first-class shapes 160—Jctober HG Co. commenced
packing and crating all equipment in prepatation for departure. On 18 October
HO Co. completed packing and crating of T/O equipment for shipment. 20 October
HQ Co., prepared for and stood inspeétion by the Bn. CO with backs and rolls

- made for the forthcomming move. On 21 October at 0100 HQ Co mounted

trucke and at 0945 arrived at Augusta, 'Sicily. 21 Cctober at 1945 HQ Co.

went aboard HMS Malojm. 22 October HG Co. stood boat drills, inspedtions of
arme and calisthentics. The ship sailed 23 Cctober. 25 October the ship arriv-
ed at the port of Algiers, Algerim at 17-.00. 26 Octﬁbar HQ Co. stood Act-

ion Statdons and Boat Drill. The ship hoisted anchor and moved from anchorage
outside the port of Algers at 1550. At 1000 October 28 the ships bell sounded
Action stations. All men camé below;While the ship!s crew and the infantry

gun crews practiced firing the ship's weapons. The days following included
these activities: Balisthenics, manual of arms,,inspection of guarters,classes
and lectures, bocad drill, cleaning and inspedtion of rifles, etcs On 5 Nov-
ember194% HVS Maloja docked at Liverpool, England after & voyage of?%,814 mides.

HQ Co, went ashore at 0330 on 6 November and received coffee, doughnuts,

and cigarettes from Amzricﬁn Red Cross girls. Then HQ Co. marched 1 1/2 miles to
the BRR station and boarded trains for Dorchester, England. After a rail trip
of éOO:milas HQ Co. boarded trucks for Litton Cheney, Dorset Céunty. Upon ar-
rival, the company received a hqt meal and were assigned to huts.

The following 7 months in England were buesy with intensive training and
pzeparation for the inflasion of Europe. Rifle marksmanship, street fighting,
river cressings, anti-aircraft and night fighting: long marches, slose order
drill, instruction in chemical earfare, radio comminications, identification of
aircraft and armored vehicles, and waterproofing: CP exercises, hardening ex-
ercises, amphibious warfare- all were sfressed. But there were diversions
end recreation a; well., On week-ends truck convoys took the men to Weymouth
or to Bridport for recreation., On 16 January HQ Co, heard an address by Gen-
eral Bernard Law Montromery at Bridport. Selected men attended the British Bat-
tle School at Woolacoombe, England. On 8 February 1944 HQ Co. moved 80 miles
to Braunton Camp, Devon where intensive amphibious training took place. From
there HG Co. sent redreation convoys on week-ends to Barnstaple, Exeter and
Ilfracombe; 26 February HQ Bo. moved back to its camp at Litton Cheney, Dorset.

It lefit there 7 Narch for a practicé landing nezr Portland, England from the .

in Litton Cheney on M3 March.
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5.5. Batnett (LCT) and returned to camp



HQ Co. was alert®d for departure 21 March 1944, Un 2 April the company

stood a formation for interview by General Eisenhower. Training and recreation

convoys continued thru April, N May HQ Co. boarded the HMS Empire Anvil at

Weymouth for a practice landing operation on the Devon coast. By 8 May HQ Co.
- was back in camp at Litton Chenevy. On 17 May HQ Co. moved to a marshalling area
in the viecinity of Long Bredy, Dorset. The company heard an address by the @iv-
igsion Commander, Major General C.,R. Huebner 19 May. 26 May platoon sergemnts were
briefed on coming operations. HQ Co. boarded HMS Empire Anvil by LCA's at
Weymouth, England on 1 June at 1445. The next deys saw practice emergency fire
and lifeboat deill and practice debarkation station dridl. The ship left port
at 1755 on 5 June 1944

As the convoy assembled the men leatned that tomerrow ig@ D-day and H-
hour is 0620, Pampllets were distributed to the men containing the following
message: "You are about to embark upon o Breat Crusade, toward which we have
striven these many months. The eyes of the world are Upon YOUeseeeesesooscoss

Signed: GEN. EISENHOWER
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The ICU carrying the Wire Section, Intelligence Section, Ammuni-
Ulon and Pioneer Platoon and part of the Battalion lMedical Section hit Fox
~ Green Beach below the village of Colleville Sur ller in Normandy, France, at
about 0715 hours, 6 June 19l), and grounded about forty yards off the water
line, caﬁing under direct enemy machine gun, small arms, mortar and artillery
fire. The men made their way forward to a2 small ledgse of shale about ten to
fifteen yards off the water line, wheré the assault troops of "IM,aMKM and WLt
Companies were still pinied down., Our tanks were recelving heavy fire and be-
cause of their close proximity, we tried to move Lo either flank but were
harassed by sniper and machine gun fire continually. A1l the company officers
of the battalion tried to reorganize their companies under the most trying
conditions, lany of the weapons and much ammunition had been lost when sev-
eral of the landing craft were hit by mines and enemy shelling,

The communications officer and the ammunition and pioneer officer
organized as many men of Headquarters Company as they could find and led them
laterally to follow the assault troops to the initial battalion C.P.

"I" Company's first objective was still mamned by the eneny. The
company commander of Company "I with twelve men .crawled through the barbed
wire and mine fields to neutralize this strong point. Snipers to the left
- Amnediately opened fire on the group and as they neared the top of the hill
the enemy group began to throw hand grenades over the top. At the same time
Naval gunfire opened up on the strong noint and scored three direct hits,
‘knocking out the 105mm gun which had been firing direct fire at the landing
craft. lembers of Headquarters, in the meanwhile, had climbed up a ledge and
brought rifle fire in the vicinity where the sniper fire was coming from and
neutralized it. The "IM" Company SCR-300 radio set was attached to the CP
group and liaison was maintained with the companies, s-5 and S-6., As soon as
the assault sections had reached the ridge line, the ammunition and pioneer
section swept and taped a lane through the mine field and the -first battalion
CP was established just 300 yards short of the draw previously selected. ‘Radio

)
contact was made with the regular CP group which was landed from an LCVP and
which was pinned down in the 2nd Battalion area, and also with the Free Boat

carrying the Battalion Commander and his group, who were still aboard their

craft away from the beach.
The temporary CP was disclosed to the Battalion Executive Officer
wholpicked another 200 yards further north, A4 heavy W-110 wire line was laid

laterally across the beach to the Regimental CP. Vhen radio communication be-
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gan to fail as the forward troops reached the outskirts of Le gd Hameau, an-
other heavy”w;llo'wirE'waé laid to them., Regiment had lost most of its radio
éqpipmant, and communication depended on runners and the wire line which was
continually out by shell fire and the movement of friendly tanks and vehicles
off the beach. lien were sent to the beach to retrieve all'thelémmunition,
weapons, signal equipment, etc, that were still serviceable and a small dump
was established near the battalion CP., Three German prisoners were turned over
to the Shore Engineers, I

The Battalion Commander and his group landed early in the afternoon
under heavy artillery fire. The Battalion Commander always had radio communi-
cations with Regiment and with the companies while on board the landing crait.

"DV Day ended with the assault troops dug into a strong defensive
position around Le gd Hameau until the next morning when the offensive was re-
sumed . f
TRANSPORTATION -- ANTI-TANK PLATOON

I At about 0830 on & June 194l;, the ICT carrying ten pieces of trans—.

portation, fourteen enlisted men and the Battalion Motor Officer, of Headquarters
Company lowered its ramp on the invasion beach of France, below the village
of Colleville Sur Mer in Normandy. The {tide was high, the beach crowded with
men, tanks, and half-tracks mounting anti-aircraft guns. Obviously the unload-
ing of 1/l ton vehicles at the time was unfeasible and tactically urwarranted
as there were no means by which transportation could reach the assault battalions.
The LCT was ordered to discharge its cargo. Due to the high tide and the meager-
ness and steepness of the gravel beach, it was arranged with the beach engincers
(Company "B", 37th Engineers) on board to have his tractor with track trailer
attached;pull the first two l/h tons trucks behind it in case they were drowned
out. As the tractor rolled into the water, a convoy of half-tracks (AA) partially
submerged in water, came laterally from the left side of the beach and étﬁpﬁed in
length in front of the tractor path. All.vehidleS'were stuck in the water as
a result of this action. No one on the beach made any effort to prévent thise
1t could have been avoided., The battalion motor officer and four men waded
ashore. After a gap was made between the half-tracks (AA), an angle-dozer and
trailer pulling the battalion medical jeep and trailer made the gravel beach,
The beach was too cfowded. The ICT was ordered to stop unloading and take on the
'waﬁnded. For about one hour, the men of this company remaining on board the
craft engaged in bringing on board forty one wounded men, During this time
enemy artillery was strafing the beach. The men on the bea&h-were;pinned down

and activity was at a minimum, The remaining vehicles of the LCT were tinloaded
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without mishap at about 0800 hours the next morning., The motor officer and
-8iX men, including two men from the medical section repeatedly tried to ob-
tain assistance from the various beach parties on the beach to drag the two
vehicles ashore without any success till early in the afternoon. In the
meaﬁwhile these vehdcles were abused by craft landing close to them. Con-
stant reconnaissance was made on the beach for vehicle exits and location of
the battalion., As much equipment as could be carried ashore from the vehicles

was manhandled to a place on the beach, The group engaged in assisting and

evacuating the wounded and medical equipment brought ashore with them was
invaluable, One of the men was wounded by shrapned and evacuated. When the
vehicles were pulled on the gravel beach, the men proceeded to put them in

serviceable condition, That portion of the beach came under artillery fire

and one of the jeeps caught on fire and exploded. As no engineering assistance
could be obtained to drag the other jeep on the other side of the gravel beach,
it was repeatedly submerged in water during high tide. These two vehicles be-

came completely lost to the company.

About 11,00 hours the LCT carrying the four company half-tracks
hit the beach, That portion of the beach was being severely shelled. Three
half-tracks reached the shore safely. The fourth (A.T.)‘éank as it plunged
into deeper water as a result of the craft pulling away prematurally due to
the shelling, ' The driver and assistant driver swam ashore. The thresc half-
tracks were moved to the beach motor pool where they awﬁited the arrival of the
guns and crews,

The Anti-tank Platoon with men and 57mm guns loaded in Amphibious
DUKW's unloaded from an LST at about 1700 hours on D-Day. An unsuccessful
attempt was made to land at H plus 2 hours on Fox Green Beach where the BRattalion
landed, However, enemy heavy caliber direct f%re weapons were still in oper-
ation against the beach and all craft which reéched shore were sunk or dameged
by hits. Four shells were fired on the platoon when 200 yards from shore., The
platoon finally landed on East Red Beach under heavy artillery fire. Many veh-
icles were 5lcwn up by direct artillery hits while trying to leave the beach
by exit one. lowever, the platoon left the beach by that exit wikth ne casuvalties
and no losses in equipment and proceeded to the vehicle transit area-about 200 yards
east of the village of St. Laurient. On the way to the transit area, the half-
tracks which had been assembled at the beach emerggncy'motor;paol by the motor
officer, followed behind us. In the transit area; the dewaterproofing of the

vehicles and guns was intensively carried on. The amphibious DUKS's were re-
leased to their organization. The half-track of the ammunition and pioneer
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platoon replaced the one-lost by the Anti-tank platoon. It was impossible

to join the battalion that night as there were no routes in our hands on

‘which vehicles could travel. The Anti-tank officer was at the Battalion CP

at about 0900 D plus 1. The platoon joined the rest of the battalion at about
1300 hours on the same day,

About 2000 hours the motor maintenance group and several drivers
with their vehicles and eqﬁipment'were landed by an LST in the vicinity of
exit one while the beach was under heavy artillery fire, Under the leadership

of the motor sergeant they crossed the beach and within an hour they were in

the vehicle transit area where dewaterproofing and checking of wvehicles was

-

given priority.
~ The cbmpany sustained the following personnel casuvalties., The Com-
pary Commander was wounded and reported as missing in action. One enlisted
man is missing in action. Twelve men were wounded in action and evacuated,
Two men were wounded by not evacuated., On "D" plus 3 on man was killed in
action,
7 June Lli: At 1100 hours Hq Co moved to Le gd Hemeau and established

a Bn CP. At 1630 hours the company moved to 2 position 200 yards south of St.

‘Honorine-des-Pertes and established 2 new CP, L EM INA 1 mile north of

Colleville-Sur-ller while on P duty.

8 June Lh: Hq Co moved to the vicinity of Huppain and established a

P 2

2 SWA.,

new CP b~ 1500 hours. 1 EM KIA, 2

9 June Lj5: At 0605 hours Hq Co moved to Neuville Fe and set up a new
Bn CP, At 1405 the company moved to the vicinity of Chau le Pt Sally and es-
tablished a new CP., L EM IWWA not evacuated,

10 June Lli: Hg Co moved 300 yards east of Fontenasy and established
a new CP. At 1036 hours the company moved to the vicinity of Ranche and es-
tablished a new CP and defensive positions.,

11 June LhL: At 2210 hours Hq Co marched to 2 new position south of
Les Roquelles and established a new CP and defensive position,

12 June hhi: At 1456 hours Hg Co moved to a new position éautheaﬁt
of Lé Bagne and set up a CP and defensive position,

13 June 45: At 0630 hours Hg Co moved to the viecinity of Flamgardiere
and established a new CP. 13 Bl and 1 Officer joined the company as replacements.

1L-21 June Lli: During this week Hgq Co remained in the same location
1,000 yards southwest of Flambardier, improved its defensive position, and

recuperated, Bedding rolls arrived, men changed into fatigue clothing, and

cleaned up. The kitchen furnished two hot meals daily., British armored elements

rested in the same area,
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21 June l)i: At 1300 hours Hg Co moved ) miles to a new defensive
position near la Bucaille, France,

22 June Lli: At 1815 hours Hg Co left la Bucaille and moved 3 miles
to a position 1,050 yards southwest of Chemin de St Lo , France. The company
remained in this defensive position until the end of the month,

1 July Lh: At 1430 hours "Hq Co moved to a reserve position 200
yards northeast of le Haut Digry, France, It remained here until the 3rd
Battalion relieved the 2nd,

6 July L45: The company moved back into defensive vosition near la
Bucaille and stayed there for a week until relieved by the 5th Infantry Division.

A3 July Lli: Hq Co left la Bucaille by truck enroute to a2 Bn bivouac
area 30 miles away near Colombieres, France. During the week spent here the
comparny dug in, washed clothes, cleaned equipment, went to a portable showere
unit, a movie of our own, and a Red Cross Cinemobile show, July 18 ﬂq.Co
beat the Bn lMedics 6-1 in a softball game,

, 20 July LlL: At 2330 the Hq Co left Qolaﬁbiers in trucks and arrived
at an assembly area 17 miles distant at 073L hours 21 July., The company re- .
mained in this area 2 miles west of St. Jean de Daye nearly a week during which
time the companies attended a tank demonstration, pfacticed riding on tanks, and
everyone received briefing on a coming breakthrﬂugh.quratianﬂ

27 July Lliz At 0735 hours Hq Co left the area near St Jean de Dayé‘
and traveled by truck 8 miles to a point near lMarigny. At 1735 hours Hq Co ad-
vanced on foot 8 miles and established a CP 2 miles east of la Chapelle, France,
Jﬁly 28 at 0930 hours Hq Co advanced 2 miles and established a CP 100 yards
northwest of la Chapelle. At 1630 hours Hq Co marched 2. miles and established
a new CP 100 yards west of Loubriere,

1 Augbst hli: At O7LO Hg Co mounted trucks in an assembly area and
moved 17 miles to another assembly area 1% miles south of Bournenolles. August
2 at 0625 hours Hg Co left this area in trucks for another assembly area 6 miles
away near la Telleries. At 1535 hours Hq Co left this .assembly area for a trip
of 8 miles to another asserbly area 700 yards east of le Grand Celland. By
1420 hours August 3 Hg Co arrived at an area 100 yafdﬁ west of Les llonts where
the ® mpany remained August L~-5.

5 August Lli: At 1LOO hours Hg Co moved by motor 12 miles to an
assembly area at Buais. At 0630 hours August 6 Hq Co traveled by motor 30 miles
to a position near liayenne whence the company advanced on foot 1 mile to a
Regiﬁental reserve position at Parigne-sur-Bray, IHq Co remained in the Regimental
Reserve position at Parigne-surBray until August 12, At 2100 hovrs the company

moved by motor 6 miles to an assempbly area L0O yards east of la patronniere.



1 EM Iwa not evacuated,

13 August Lii: At 1830 hours Ha Co left by motor enroute to an area
11 miles away near lfAubrier, France, At 1615 hours August 1L, lg Co moved
12 miles by truck to le Riderel.. From there Hg Co. marched to a point 500
yvards southwest of le Riderel, where a Bn CP was opened by 1900 hours,

15 August Lli: Hg Co remained in position 500 yords southwest of le
Riderel. On August 16 at 1150 hours, Hq Co moved 1,000 hards on foot to a
nosition north of St, laurice du Desert, At 1645 hours, moved 1500 yards to

-

le Mont d'Here., Two EM MIA,

17 August Lli: At 1020 hours Hq Co moved by motor to a rest area
1 mile south of le liesnil de Briouze, where it remained @ week, resting, cleaning
w, attending movies, and church, GCombat Infantry Badges were presented at &

formation,

25 August LhL: At 0530 hours the company left on trucks for an assembly

a 156 miles awzy near Lardy, France and arrived at 1715 hours. On August 26 &gt

700 marched 12 miles from this area to an assenmbly area, near Courcournnes, and
arrived at 2200 hours. August 27 at 1030 Hg Co moved by motor 25 miles to an
arca near Monthyon, On August 29 at 0830 hours the company moved by motor 16

miles to an ares at Betz, France., On August 30 at 0930 hours the company moved
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by truck 21 miles to.lMissy-aux-Bois, France, At 1730 hours on August 31, Hq

/
Co moved 23 miles to Laval, France,

1 September Lli: Hq Co remained in position at Laval. The company

attended church service At 13!'5 hours on 3eptember 2, Hq Co moved by motor
L2 miles to Rue Herpenne, France, September 3 at 1000 hours Hq Co left by motor

for Mons, Belgium, }2 miles distant, While enrouve, the Battalion was held up
at 1315 hours bn an enemy Command Post established at ! avbeuge, Belgium,
At 1830 hovrs the Battalion continued jthe advance and arrived at lons, Belgium,
at 2100 hours. Hqg Co remained in position at Mons until September 6. Septem-
ber 7 at 1630 the coﬂpaﬁy arrived northeast of Huy, Belgiun where the company
stayed unﬁil September 10, At 0945 hours that day, Hq Co moved 34 miles by
motor to Bruyeres, Belgium,

During this period Headquarters and Headquarters Company 3rd Battalion
15th Infantry in conjunction with other elements of the Battalion moved against

the enemy from Bruyyeres, Pelgiumﬂ'brcke through the outer and inner defenses

of the Siegfried Line in a direction south and east of Aachen, Germany, and
occupied a defensive position at Freund, CGermany. While thus engaged, the

corpany was almost continuously under severe and heavy artillery fire and con=-

stantly subjected to enemy bombing and strafing. Despite these murderous and



harassing fires tne_personﬂel of this company carried on with their duties undar

@n the 12 September 194}, the Anti-Tank Platoon attached to Company
"IN came under terrific fire from friendly heavy artillery, when it reached th
town of Eynatten., When the artillery fire was finally 1ifted through the efforts,
of the Battalion Commander, tﬁe platoon had suffered five casvalties: four
men who received light wounds were not eva mated_aﬁd the Platoon leader who was
evacuated. The Platoon Sergeant took command of the platoon, After reorganizi:
the platoon moved near Hauset, Belgium, where it remained for two days due to
heavy rain and mud, On 15 September 194k it rolled into Brand, Germany, and was

ive anti-tank support to Company RL" whieh had taken a defensive
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ordered to ;
position in the northern outskirts of Brand, From 16 September to 25 September
1oLl the Anti-Tank Platoon was attached to Compény "K' in order to provide
anti-tank defense for the town of Eilendorf, Cermany, where Company "KM had taken
defensive positions, During this period the men were constant artillery and
mortar fire and enemy planes harrassed them dalily. OSeveral Times the platoon found
it necessary to fire on enemy planes with their 50 cal machine guns. On 18
and 21 September 1944, in the late evening, enemy patrols attempted to infiltrate
through their positions but were repulsed by heavy small arms and morter Iiree
On 20 September 19hh an enemy OP was spotted in a building 700,§érds.fram
where the second squad had its gun position. The gun commander opened fire with
his 57mm AT gun while the platoon sefgaant observed from another window and
covered the enemy OP with machine gun fire,
The Battalion Commander on the 25 September 194y ordered the Flatoon

to move to the outskirts of the western part of Stolberg to support Co. "L",
After a cold and rainy nighﬁ, over muddy, slippery roads, it reached its new
positions and occupied former enemy pill boxes. Enemy artillery and mortar Ifire
continued to plague the platoon, On 10 October 19L); increasingly accurate
enery fire compelled them to change two of their gun.positioié. At 2300

hours on 29 September 19hli in an effort to recapture its pill.boxes, the enemy
1aid a thrundering artillery and mortar barrage., <their attacking infantry supported
with flame~throwers and half-tracks were severely fepulsed'with heavy losses in-
flicted on the enemy, The enemy lost four half-tracks in this attempt, Under the
leadership of one of the gun commandersg, indirect fire with one STmm gun was direct-
ed on suspected enemy-mﬁrtar-positians and on the town of Atsch on the 2, 3, and

Lith of October, One man was lightly wounded by mortar shrapnel, but was not

evacuated, r

the most difficult condi E ons.,



The Cﬁmﬁunication.Plaéodn functiecned superbly during the period,

At no time was the battalion without communication with other subordinate or
superior Commanders. Oﬁ the move the radio sechioﬁ maintained vital control
under the most adverse conditions, Late in the afternoon of 13 September, the
Communication Officer and a wire laying team were following Company "I" which
was attacking in the woods about 1200 yards from Hauset, Belgium, A guide
who was directing them to Comparny "I's" CP lost his way and drove them into the
enemy lines, The A.,P, shells fired at them knocked several pine trees dovn in
front of the jeep., After engaging the enemy with small arms fire, they were
taken prisoners. They eventually talked ten Germans into going over to our

ines where they turned them over to an officer patrol from.Company nIn,  One
wireman was evacuated due to combat exhaustion, From 15 September to 25
Septerber 194l; the wire section layed and maintained lines to the companies and
attached units under the most hazardous conditions, The Bn sector was under
congtant heavy artillery barr:iges and the wire lines were continuously in need
of repairse¢ In order to keep wire communications onan efficient basis, a.for—
ward switchboard was installed despite the enemy shelling., On 19 September 194k
one of the forward switchboard operators was evacuated due to combat exhaustion.
The message center made numerous trips daily to. the Regimental CP over roads
exposed to enenmy observation and shelling, Late in the afternoon, 25 September
19L);, the wire section worked all day and night to lay double wire lines to
the companies at their new positions in the outskirts west of Stolberg. The
heavy eneny artillery and mortar barrages in this sector made this imperative.
This later proved to be a life-saving expedient as this ground was open and
exposed to enemy observation., Night and day members of the wire section

risked their lives to maintain their wire lines, despite nerve wracking enemy

shelling, Ea¥ly in the morning of 10 October 194L, enemy artillery began to
pound furiously'the oround around out battalion CP at 30 ﬁinuﬁe intervals,
One wireman was repairing some lines which were cut by a direct hit by an
artillery shell, A shell struck nearby and stunned and deafened the wireman.
He recovered himself and carried on with his work. The entire communications plat-
oon functioned during this period with the same spirit and devotion toduty as
was displayed on this occasion,

On the 11 and 12 and 13 September 19LL, the M.P's in-addition.to
their regular duties as Battalion CP guards and local security acted as road
cuides for the advance of the Bn CP, On the 11 September 194k, the Belgian

Und@rground turned one German prisoner over to the l.P's To be taken to the

Regimental PW Cage. On the 13 September the M.P's on the advance of the Bn




CP came under heavy artillery firé. The M.P's carried on their duties

- efficiently under the heaﬁy'shelling. On the 1k September 194l the U.P's with
the Bn Intelligence Section crossed the German border and searched an eneny
Gestapo barracks and placed a guard around it for the night. On the 15 September
they rejoined the company and recrossed the German border into Brand, Germany.
They checked up on eneny civilians in the area and posted their regular guards,
The company remained in position at Brand, Germany till 25 September 19L); dur—
ing which time the l.P's made numerous trips té the Regimental PW Cage and the
roads were under almost continuous artillery fire. On the 25 September 19LlL,
the company moved to new positions at Freund, Germany, where the M.P's posted
the usual guards and local security and checked on the civilians in the area,
From the 25 September to the 10 October 1oL}y, the M,P's carried out all their
duties with the highest efficiency under heavy artilléry fire and enemy air
activity.

When the Battalion received orders to proceed against the SiegPried
Line the Ammunition and Pioneer platoon prepared pole and pack charges and the
flame-throwers for the rifle companies. On the night of 12 September during
a thick fog, the demolition squad checked the roads and bridges in advance of
the tanks and vehicles which were to follow behind the troops. They repaired
roads exposed to enemy artillery, which had beenc ratered by bombs and shells,
When Company "I" +took the woods about 1200 yards east of Hauset, Belgium
the A & P Platoon blasted the dragons teeth on the main road leading to Aachen,
While the Battalion engaged the enemy south and east of Aachen, the A & P Platoon
destroyed Gérman ammunition dumps, repaired roads, and swept the roads for
mines, The ammunition squad hauled ammunition to the front continuously since -
the break into Germany, at all hours of the day and night and in all kinds of
weather,

On 11, 12, 13 September 194}, the movement of +the Battalion was too
rapld to establish OP's, On the night of 1L September 19L); the Inkelligence
Section'waé used to guard a UGerman garrison building containing German Army
equipment and supplies. The following evening Hg Co moved to Brand, Germany
and on the.lS September léhh an OP was established at Eilendorf in Company "K!s"
sector and another in Company "L'" sector in he outskirts of Brand, Germany._
Vigibility from their OP's was good and during the first days of the operation,
these points did not draw a ereat deal of enemy fire. Later the enemy placed
heavy fire on the, but despite the enemy shelling, the OF's were maintained until

25 September 19)); when the ®mpany moved to Freund, The section established an

OP in Company "C's" Sector in the vicinity of Stolberg, but as the concentration
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of enemy artillery and mortar firelincreased, it was impossiﬁle to have con-
-tinuous observation, A new OP was selected in the tom of Brand, Germany '_ -ﬂ;1
and this was mainteined despite intense enemy artillery and mﬁrtar.fireﬁ.
On the 15 September 19LL the Hq Co kitchen under the control of
the Battalion S-lj crossed the border into Germany. On 21 September it moved
inta Brand, Germany, where it was subjected to constant enemy artillery fire,
Despite the shelling and inclement weather, the kitchen personnel performed

their duties in an exemplary manner,




Hg. Co. remained in defensive position at Freund, Germany until October 27,
194}, During this time enemy artillery barrages and night bombing became SOP,
Telephone communications were destroyed repeatedly but always reparied. The A &

P platoon strengthened Battalion positions by constructing foxhole covers for "IV,
"K", and "L", laying mines, and concertina wire. The A-T platoon and S-2 sections
underwent frequent shellings. lien were sent to the Division Rehsbilitation Camp

a few at a time for 2l hours rest. The cigarette situation finally imoroved. Oct-
ober 26 Sgt. Hall was killed while removing the pin from a personnel mine he was
setting., On October 27 Hq. Co. moved 1 mile to a regimental reserve position at
Brand, Germany for a 5 deay rest period. Night bombing and enemy barrages contin-
ued here but the only loss was a half-track destroyed by artillery fire. The
comparny attended movies, a US0 show, and received cigarettes and PX rations.

Nov. 1, Lli: At 10O hours Hq. Co. moved 25 miles to a defensive position
near Stolberg, Germény. The company attended church services and a movie., The
company remained in this defensive position until it was relieved by a battalion
of the L15 Regt., 10Lhth Infantry Division. During this week the only casualties
were 3 EM slightly wounded and another half-track knocked out.

Nov. 9, hlis At 1220 hours Hq. Co. moved 8 miles by motor to Zweifall, Germany.
The next day it traveled 9 miles to an assembly 2 miles southwest of
Schevenhutte, Germany. The entire area was wovered with mud. Enemy artillery
landed in the kitchen area and motor pool but no casualties were sustained. At
1600 hours on November 16 the Bn. CP and Communication Platoon, less Hessage Cen-
ter moved to a forward CP in Schevenhutte, Germany. At 1115 hours 2,000 U.S. and
Allied bombers flew over and hit enemy positions for 1 hour and 30 minutes before
H-hour(12}5). Hq. Co. was alerted.

Nov. 17, hli: Three jeeps were hit by enemy mortar shrapnel. Ab 1935 hours
Hq. Co, moved 2 miles to a new position at Gresenich, where it remained until
November 19. On that dgy the company moved 15 miles tc Hamich. The rear CP remain-
ed behind in Gressenich. At 1935 hours the A-T platoon attached to Co. "L" was
hit by an enemy mortar barrage. 2 Eil IWA & Evacuvated. On november 23 Hg. Co. had
nlenty of turkey for Thanksgiving supper in the shell torn town of Hamich during a
heavy rain storm. On November 2l the A-T platoon returned tot he company at Hamich

after having been attached to Co. "L", On November 26, Hq, Co. shuttled by

motor to a regimental reserve position soutlwest of Schevenhutte. The company
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remained in this area several days cleaning'weapdiz;_equipment, and vehicles.
On November 30 the company moved 7 miles by motor to Hucheln, Germany. 21 El
from the rifle companies joined Hq. Co,.

Dec. 5, lly: Hq, Co, left Hucheln by motor and traveled 16 miles to
Lammersdorf. Upon reaching the vicinity of Lammersdorf the company infiltrated
to position by dispatching vehicles at 15 minute intervals. The S-2 section
manned ¢ OF's, one with Co, "I", the other with rtillery fowward observers.

At 0700 hours December 11, the company left Lammersdorf and traveled 26 miles

by motor to a rest area at Dison, Belgium, Upon arrival the company was assigned
quarters by sections and platoon in 2 school building. Folding cots were issued
to each man, The campaﬁy was paid for the months of September, October, and
November., 50% of the EM were allowed on pass in Dison each evening, the mornings
were spent in care and cleaning of equipment, and showers and movies occupied the
afternoons., December 16 Hqe. Co. stood a full field inspection. The supply room,
ikitchen, and vehicles were also inspected by the Bn. CO, The 3rd Battalion Stocd
a formation at which General Huebner spoke and presented the Bn. CO with a
decoration, The Bn. CO presented Purple Heart and Bronze Star ribbons to the
officers and men of the Bn. The Bn. was notified that it was on 6 hours alert.

Dec, 17, ili: At 1600 Hq. Co., left Dison enroute to a Bn. assembly area
22 miles away at Robertville, Belgium, arriving at 2250 hours. A Bn. CP was
located at Robertville, Belgium and the Intelligence Section established an
OP nearby., The A-T platoon was attached to Co. "L", furnishing anti-tank pro-
tection. The Bn. CO and his driver while on reconnaissance in Weismes, Belgium
at 113C hours spotted a German officer and EM with pistols drawn and about to
evacuate persomnel and equipment from a U. S. Army Field Hospital. The driver
opened fire and the enemy fled, A friendly AA Bn. later went into position to
guard the hospital. |

Dec. 19, Lh: At 1545 hours Hg. Co. left Hobertville enroute to Weyertz,
Belgium, 5 miles away to establish a defensive position., While enroute about
12 enemy aircraft bombed the road but the company suffered no casualties. During
that night and all of December enemy mortar and artillery shells continued to
land in the company area but no casualties were susta'ined by Hg. Co. December

20 the S-2 section established a Bn., OP in the sector of Co, "L", Communications

wires were cut repeatedly by shellfire. The company still found opportunity to

stage movies, attend church services, and send men to Eupen for showers.



Jan 1, 45¢ While the égﬁﬁgny‘remaiﬁiﬁfﬁﬁ:position at Yeywertz,
Belgium about 20 enemy planes were sighted over the area of which 3

were shot down., An average of 7 LM daily went to Eupen, Belgium for
showers and change of clothing while 2 EM went to “Yivision Rehsabili-

tation Camp for 24 hours. January 11 at 2200 hours a robot bomb landed i

in the area and most of the windows wer shattered but there were no
casualties in the company, On January 15 a forward CP was established
in the viecinity of Hlsenborn for a short time whic came under heavy
shell fire. Iit., Parker while on reconnaissance for A-T gun positions
was wounded in The leg and while returning for medical treatement was
wounded in the arm by artillery fire. On January 16 the 5n CP and

HY Co, moved to a new position 1 1/12 miles southwest of Weywertz,
Belgium, which &lso received regular shelling.

~Jan 19, 45: Hq Co, moved 3 miles by motor to Faymonville, Bel,

gium. 1 EM IWA & EVAC, January 23 at 1350 hours the forward CP
moved 2 miles to Schoppen, Belgium by motor, It came under heavy
artillery fire at which time Pfc Yates was wounded but not evacuated.
Jdanuary 25 at 1700 hours the forward CP moved 2 1/12 miles from
ochoppend to Moderschied, Belgium and the rear CP moved 2 miles from
Faymonville to Schoppen, Belgium, On Hanuary 26 HY Co, left these
positions and mowed 5 miles to & new position at Amel, Belgiunm.
During the week following an average of 4 men daily went to the Div-
ision Rehabilitation Camp for 24 hours, Illovies and occasional church
services were held, On February 5, 60 men were sent to Spa, Belgium,
for showers. At 0945 hours HQ Co, moved from Amel, Belgium 58 miles
by truck to Grosshau, Germany.

Feb. 6, 453 At 1700 hours the forward CP moved 2 1/12 miles
from Grosshau, Germany to Strass. During the night of February 8,
the & & P platoon removed numerous enemy box type mines which were in
front of the Bn, forward position and undér direct observation by the
enemy, At 1800 hours on February 9, Hq4 Co., left Brosshau and traveled
To Strass. AC 1850 hours the forward CP group moved 2 1/2 miles to
Bingheim, Germany., During the night the i e platoon removed num-
erous enemy mines from the roads in the battalion area, February 12,
at 18320 hours the forward CP moved 1 mile from Bingheim, Germany,
T0o & new position . at Windem, The S5-2 sectionestablished a CP at
Bingheim and another at Winden,

Feb., 14, 45: At 1940 hours the forward CP moved 2 miles from
¥inden, Germany to Kufferath, HQ Co, remained in position at Strass,
Germany. It sent 25 &M to Vicht, Germany for showers on February 17
and 25 more on February 18, The latter day enemy artillery shells
landed in the vicinity of the company area., Also on February 19.
February21, 25 EM were sent to Zweifall, Germany for showers, Feb-
rauary 24 while H<% Co remained in Strass, Germany, enemy plenes bombed
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of the forward CP at Kufferath., On
February 25, the forward CP amde several short moves and ended at
Kreuzau, Germany while The rear CP located at thesouthern edge of
Niederau., February 25, while the forward CP moved 3 miles to Drove,
the rear CP moved from Neiderau to Kreuzau, February 27, the rear CP
moved o Drove, while the forward CP advanced 1 1/2 miles from Drove
To Soller,

Feb 28, 45: At 0430 hours the forward CP moved 2 1/2 miles to
Vettwelss, Germany. At 1130 hours the forward CP advanced another
5 miles to Gladbach, The rear CP advanced to Soller at 1000 hours
and to Vettweiss at 1250 hours., The A-I platoon while enroute from
o0ller to Vettweiss exploded an enemy Teller mine., The A-T gun was
destroyed and 4 men EM LA, Hq Co, came under heavy artillers fire
during the day but no casualties were sustaine from 1it¥,.

Mar. 1, 85¢ At 0410 hours the forward CP advanced 1 mile to
Luxheim, Germany., By 2000 hours the rear CP arrived at Luxheim as
well, March 4 at 0930 hours Hq Co., moved 8 miles by motor to Fried-
heim, Germany where enemy'artillery shells landed in the company area,
At 2100 hours Hq Co, advanced % miles by motor to Weilerswist. March
5 at 1845 hours the forward CP moved 2 1/12 miles by motor to Lobsh-
leiderhoff, HMarch 6 at 0615 hours the forward CP moved % miles forward
to Burg Rosberg, where it was joined by the rear CP by 1450, MNarch
7 at 110V hours the forward CP advanced 3 miles to Bornheim, and at
18000 hours the forward CP moved 1 mile further to Roisdorf, By 1345
hours the rear CP had advanced t0 Borheim, Where a large artillery
barrage landed inflicting 1 casualty. 1 LM LWA,

Mares 8, 45:¢ At 1900 hours the forward CP arrived at a new pos-
ition at Bonn and at 2205 hours the rear CP arrived at Reisdorf,
lMarch 9 while the advance CP stayed in positionat Bonn the rear CF
remained at Reisdorf. llo casualties were sustained although enemy
artillery lended in Hgq Co, area, At 1000 houms on larch 10 the for-
ward CP left Bonn arriving 25 minutes later at the new location of
Hammerich., <he rear CP left Reisdorf and was established in Hemmerich
at noon, Later in the afternoon the forward CP moved to lierten, 1 1/2
miles northeast, Hq Co, received 6 replacements who were assigned
as follows: A-T platoon 5 mén, /A&P platoon 5 men. The company re-
mained at Hemmerich until the 48 of March, most of The time being
spent in rest and relaxation although some instrution and drill was
given by platoons, Hovies were shown several times during the stay
and cigarette and candy rations were distributed as well as 2 bottles
of Coca Cola per man. Doughnuts and coffee were made available by the
Red Cross and beer was provided by The companye




On March 17 preparations were made for crossing the Rhine and an advance
detail of 3 offocers and 17 Eil departed. The following morning at(®20 hours the
forward CP and battalion organic transportation left Merfen andarrived at
Rheinbreitbach, 35 miles distant, at 0610. The remainder of the comcany
departed f rom Hemmerich at 0520 hours and joined the forward group at 0900 hours.
The forward CP was moved & miles to Ittenmbach at 1900 hours and two hours later
the rear CP was established in a large villa at Margarethenhof. These positions
were held until March 20, when the forward CP was advanced to Busch and the
rear CP moved up to occupy the position vacated by the forward grouwn. Enemy
artillery fire landed in the area, causing no casualties.

The next several days saw a series of short moves as the Bn. CP followed
the rifle companies as they advanced against a stubbornly resisting enemy. On
March 20 the CP was located at Ittenbach while the forward party was located
at Busch. The following day the forward CP wes esteblished in on of the few
farm houses located in the tiny village of Lisbach. The rear CP moved to
Oberpleis, Difficulty was encountered by the quartering party when it attempted
to find billets. The lst Engineer Bn., which had entered the town at apnrox-
imately the same time as Hg. Co., had reserved most of the available buildings
in the town 2nd placed their signs upon them, Eventually -acco;mnodations were
found and the company settled down and remained here until the 2ith of March,
During the period the Hg. Co. was located here, enemy artillery and rockets
fell in the area and while no casualties were inflicted u»ron company members
civilian casualties were reported.

Upon leaving Oberpleis the company established the rear CP at Wester-
hausen. The forward CP, which was at Werterhousen for a few hours, was estab-
lished at Bucholdtz. Enemy artillery shells, landing in the area of the forward
CP injured 2 men who were evacuated. The entire following day, Hq. Co., in the
same positions, was shelled sporadically. OUn 26 lMarch the CP's were consol-
idated at Bucholtz. The following day a2 10 mile move was made to Werkhausen.
The following days saw short moves with CP's located at Kratzhann and Mittl
1rsen,

Elements of the 3rd Armored Division pushed through the 3rd Battalion on
29 larch, after the enemy immediately to t he front had been softened by dive
bombing and strafing by the Air Forces. This marked the start of a race behind

the 3rd Armored spemrhead to encircle the Ruhr and trap the huge Germen force
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holding that area. Breaking

| bridgehe 3 the road was lined for
miles with enemy vehicles caught by the strafing planes. The a rmored spear-
head of the drive also suffered and the company passed over a score of our
light and medium tanks and half-tracks knocked out by the enemy. The race to
soring the tryp continued and the last day of March found Hq. Co. located at
Buren, Germany after a trip of 107 miles.

The company remained at Buren until April 6. On 2 April a forward CP was
established 3300 yards south of Geseke and remained in operation until 5 April
when the advance party returned to Buren. The week's stay at Buren came as a
welcome respite to Hq. Coc. Men had an opportunity to clem up and relax from
the strenuous days of the bridgehead battle and the long trips made in the
encirclement moves. By 6 April the area had been cleard of the enemy and Hq. Co.
moved for a 2 day stop at Brakel, Continuing its eastward advance in pursuit of
the retreating Germans, the company moved to Amelunxen on 8 April and the
following day to Neuhaus.

The company was attached on 10 April to the Lith Cavalry Recon. Group to
form a task force with the mobility necessary to pursue the Germans who were
fleeing to a retreat in the Harz lountains. A short stop at Olderhausen on
11 April was followed by & move the next day to Usterode, which was entered
while the armor and rifle companies were still battleing stubborn resistance
in portions of the citye.

Swinging southeast the Bn. entered the Harz mountains in hot pursuit of
the enemy and cleared the area around Ellrich, where the Bn., CP was estab-
lished. The next day the comhany doubled back and established a CP at
Benneckenstein. Captured here was Lt. Col. Havermen and his entire staff.
Having been charged with the defence of Ellrich, Sulzhayn, and Benneckenstein,
he had a.ssembled 2 battalion but had only 60 men left to surrender as his
command .

The following days saw several small towns fall as the push to clear the
area took the 3rd Bn., from Benneckenstein through the wooded area to Sorge,
where a forward CP was established on 16 April, The next ddy while on recon-
naissance in an area supposedly cleared of enemy the A-T platoon officer,
together with his 3 squad leaders and driver, wes ambushed. The officer, seeing
that they were outnumbered and their position hopeless, attempted to surrender.

As the men stepred from the jeep the enemy opened fire wounding the officer

and killing four Ei,
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On 18 April the rear CP od e nstein to the site

vacated by the forward group. The forward group left in tactigal formation

and accompanied the battalion rifle companies in the attack on Konigshof.
onipers, fichting a delaying action, held up the a:btaclciﬁg column for a few
hours but Konigshof was taken later in the afternoon., MMembers of the various
sections, looking for billets captufed a number of prisoners hiding in the
cellars of several houses.

On 19 April Hq. Co., traveling in organic transportation went 35 miles,
mostly over fields and small roads, since the main route was still under eneny

observation, and arrived at Elbingerode, The company remained in Elbingerode

until 25 April, Duting this time the mission was to clean up the last remains
of enenmy resistance in the Harz lountains, Over 2,000 PW's taken by the DBn.
were guarded by the P's placing quite a burden on that section., Although the
rifle companies were engaged in cleaning up straggling enemy units, Hg. Co.

was not kept too busy and had a chance to relax a little., A German theatre

was taken over and movies were shown daily, Church services were held on Sunday,
Catholic services being held at the theatre while protestant services were held

in the local church.

Leaving Elbingrode on 25 April the company traveled 63 miles,t he first

leg of its southern journey to the Third Army area, and established a Bn. CF
at Birschefrode. Plans apparently called for a long stay here because a
training schedule was organized and training by platoon given, reveille format-
ions were held, and a baseball diamond was constructed by the A & P platoon.
If the plans called for an extended stay at Bischofrode, circumstances must
have altered them for on 27 April Hg. Co. left this area and after t trying
trip of 137 miles to the southeast arrived at Schoemwald the next morning at
00L5 hours. After the ten hour trip, much of it through heavy rain, even the
poor facitities effered by the large pottery factory at Schoenwald were welcome.
The entire Bn. moved in here, remaining long enough to get some rest and hot
food and the following day completed the journey, arriving in Selb, } miles
away by 2055 hours,

The stay at Selb, which lasted until lay 5, was one of the most pleasant
esperienced by Hq. Co. A large modern theatre, comparable to many of the newer
theatres at home, was obtained and two showings were held daily. Also, a

Belgian USO camp show piayed for the company. The supply rolls, which had been

in a dump at Hemmerich, west of the Rhine, were sent for and distributed to the
men-—-for some the first change of clothing since crossing the Rhine. Beer and

liquor were obtained and a tavern located in the theatre building was reopened
by Ho. Co. as a night club for the battalion. However, recreation was not the

s, —— e
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only concern during this period. Trai itng ons and sections was given.
Tragedy alsos truch during the 'bime.. After having fought with the company
all the way from Africa, T/Sgt. Kutch and Sgt. Merrill, platoon leader and
squad leader, respectively of the A & P platoon, were killed and another man
wounded by the explosion of several Riegal mines which the platoon was re-
moving., I

The company added a new country to its list of travels on May 5, when it
crossed the Czechoslovakian border and established a Bn., CP at Eger (Cheb).
After and overnight stay in the building which formerly housed the German
educational offices, Hq. Co, again moved out, this time in support of the rifle
companies which were again on the attack. That evening the CP was established
at Kynsberg, Czechoslovakia, By now reports of the German surrender in Italy
and the Netherlands had begun to come in and the reaction in the company was
varied. Some men believed that while the enemy might have surrendered in other
areas it would be too much to Expect on a First Division front, since the
division usually was in an area where trouble was expected. Others who were
later proved to be correct, held that the final surrender of the enemy was only
a matter of hours, or at best days.

On the morning of 7 May the advance elements of the Bn, were again on
the attack, At 0810 hours the Bn, CO, directing the attack on Falknov from a
CP position at Goldorf, received word by radio from Regimental Hq., that all
forward movement was to cease. Eventually the story of the German surrender
came and the men of the company, many of whom had come all the wey from the
initial landing at Arzew, knew that they had reached the end of a long and
hard road, Hewever, for the men who had earned the victory it was just
another day. When the forward CP group returned to Knynsberg on the morning
of 7 May the company merely continuved to perform its usual dvties. These who
were able to find a bottle of liquor and the time to drink it sat around the
billets in smell groups and discussed such things as homg, D-Day, Pearl Harbor

Day, and various war experiences but there was no celebration., Over the

victory in Europe loomed the shadow of the war in The Pacific.

To better handle the job of administering the area during the surrender
and the readjustment that must follow, Hg. Co. moved to Fanknov and established
the CP there. The month that followed was marked by long periods of work under

tryineg conditions and by some of the best periods of relaxation the company

had seen since D-Day. The first days after the surrender werespent in directing
the "endless" German convoys to the P¥W concentration areas in the area. Appar-

ently every German within traveling distance was making his woy toward the



transportation, including huge army transporis, buses, trucks, bicyecles,
pushecarts, horses, motorcycles, and anything on wheels, Jammed into every
available space and clinging to the roofs and fenders of these vehicles, were
Wehrmacht soldiers, SS troops, wonem auxiliaries, renegade Russien troops, and
German civilians. Those who could not find transportation walked, is the par-
ard of PW®s began to dwindle another Yconvoy" appeared to fill the gaps, a
convoy of disnlaced persons. For the next several days displace persons from
every nation in Europe passed through the company's camps, A camp for DP's was
established at Locket, and another, for Italians, near Falknov, Hg. Co, was
kept busy directing DP's to the camps and operating the camps. Difficulty was
often encountered because the lack of any universal language made unciérstamiing
difficult, One of the main duties during this periok and perhaps the one done
most willingly was the feeding, housing and evacuation of hundreds of Allied
prisoners of war who came through the company area.

On 12 May Hg. Co. moved to Locket(Elbogen), 7 miles f rom Falknov, Herel
it performed the same duties it had in Falknov. Notable among the "guests! of
this period was German General Osterkamp, complete with adjutant and Liercedes=-
Benz touring car., Also, a group of about 15 Russian officers and 25 EM visited
one day and posed for pictures and had a meal,

On 18 May Hq. Co. returned to its former location in Falknov and the CP,
platoon, and sections were re-established in their former buildings. Thelir were
respites £ rom work and opportunities for relaxation and entertainnent., A German
theatre in the basement of the Kreishaus in Falknov was operated by Hg. Co. as
the Battalion theatre. For the first time men of the comnanies brought " dates"
to the show, girls who lived in the DP camps being OK'd for legal fraterniz-
ation. All sections had at least one barpel of beer on hand most of the t-ime..
Although the kitchen received very little food to prepare, the cooks managed
to prepare three hot meals a day and ice cream was available several times
weekly . ‘

Toward the end of May the flow of PW's had about ceagsed and most of the
Dots and allied PW's had been evacuated and work decllined guite a bit. Train-

ing was begun on 29 liay, when Hq. Co. and the rest of the Bn. spent the day

preparing for Memorial Day exerclses. The preparations went on the following

day but on lMemorial Day the exercises were cancelled due to rain, A Bn. dance



was held by the French cente:
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B members of the Hq, Co, Beer and sandwiches were served, lorale of the

The days following weres pent in traininé ‘and the care of equif;"*

troqps was running high at this time,

A-T platoon cleaned and painted their guns, Hg. Co. was given PRI, a firing
range was set up in an open coal mine pit, and the men had a chance to zero
their weapons.

An advance party left for Bamber, Germany on June 5th with the mission
of finding billets for the company. The next day a group of men went by truch
to Pilsen, Czechoslovakia to attend a concert by Grace lMoore and Nino Martini.
Other men of Hg., Co. enjoyed a USO show at the 1lst Bn. theatre. The day was
a& holiday in memory of D-Day.

After a briefing by the company commander on 7 June the company moved on
the next day to Hirschaid, Germany to take up duties as occupational troops.
Arriving at this location south of Bamberg after a trip of 112 miles, the
company effected the relief of the Hq. Co., 3rd Bn., 8th Regt., lith Infantry
Division, which was scheduled for redeployment.

Hg. Co, duty here consisted mainly of guard duty, civilian control, road
blocks, and similar occupation duties, The communication section spent much |
time and effort policing the 77 gile wire system and maintaining communications
in spite of evidences of sabotage where wire lines were found cut.

Recreational facilities were made available in accordance with army
directives., A large reserve water tank in the back of the factorv area in
which Hq. Co, was billeted was converted into & swimming pool by PW labor.
Athletic equipment was obtained and a sports program instituted. A theatre
was established in the billet and nightly showings held. A day room serves
beer nightly with pretzels available several times weekly and stronger drinks
when obtainable.

Hq. Co, took on a new appearance on 5 July when lj1 men, 211 having over
85 points were transferred to the 395th Infantry, 99th Division. Replacements
from that organization arrived the same day. Two days later 1l more men were
transferred to the 18th Regiment of the 16th Armored Division and 12 men
received from them on 9 July.

Tranining for the company was started shortly after the new arrivals were
oriented, It included physical training, close order drill, lectures on the

care of arms andegquipment, inspections, etc. Plans were made to establish
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